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Director of Golf Update  

By Carter Gerwitz 

September at Wildwood Green 

As summer begins to wind down, September brings some of the 

best golfing weather of the year and plenty to celebrate around 

Wildwood Green. 

Wildwood Roots on Golf’s Biggest Stages 

Congratulations to Michael La Sasso on earning his first profes-
sional LIV Golf victory in Indianapolis. Michael grew up as a mem-
ber at Wildwood Green and spent countless hours playing and 
practicing here. It has been exciting to watch his career develop, 
and we are proud to see someone with such strong Wildwood roots 
succeed at the professional level. 

We would also like to congratulate Doc Redman on securing his 
PGA TOUR card for the 2027 season. Doc became the first player to 
earn TOURBound status during the 2026 Korn Ferry Tour season 
after recording two victories and two additional top-10 finishes. 

Long before winning the 2017 U.S. Amateur or competing profes-
sionally, Doc was a regular at Wildwood Green. He developed his 
game here with the support of our members and teaching profes-
sionals while competing alongside many of the outstanding junior 
players who came through Wildwood during that time. 

Congratulations are also in order for Ryan Gerard, who finished 
17th on the season-long FedExCup points list and qualified for the 
TOUR Championship at East Lake where he finished solo 3rd. 

Ryan’s connection to Wildwood Green goes back nearly his entire 
life. His family moved into a home beside the 15th hole when he 
was around five years old. He spent countless hours practicing 
here, including short-game sessions using hula hoops and 
“impossible chipping contests” with players such as Doc Redman 
and Carter Jenkins. 

In 2016, Doc and Ryan both competed in the prestigious Junior In-
vitational at Sage Valley and were believed to be the first two play-
ers from the same public-access golf course to compete in the event 
together. 
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Introducing the Watson Cup 

That history also makes this year’s renaming of the WWG Ryder 
Cup especially meaningful. Moving forward, the event will be 
known as the Watson Cup in memory of Roger Watson. 

Roger was much more than Wildwood Green’s longtime owner. 
He was one of the most accomplished PGA professionals in 
North Carolina golf history. Roger won the National PGA Club 
Professional Championship in 1974, defeating the legendary 
Sam Snead in a playoff at Pinehurst No. 2, and successfully de-
fended his title in 1975. He also won the Carolinas PGA Champi-
onship in 1975 and 1976 and represented the United States in the 
PGA Cup in both of those years. 

Roger helped establish the culture of competitive golf, junior de-
velopment and welcoming public access that continues to define 
Wildwood Green today. Naming one of our premier team com-
petitions the Watson Cup is a fitting way to honor his legacy. 

Wildwood Continues to Grow 

The tremendous demand golf experienced during the early 
COVID years has now settled into a more sustainable pattern, 
but the game remains considerably stronger than it was before 
the pandemic. Nationally, more than 500 million rounds have 
been played in each of the past six years, and 2025 produced an-
other all-time record. 

Wildwood Green has followed a similar path. We finished 2025 
with 50,668 rounds, an increase of 2.1% over 2024. Through Ju-
ly of this year, we hosted 29,176 rounds, an additional increase 
of approximately 0.5%. 

More importantly, member rounds are up approximately 3% 
this year, while non-member rounds have declined approxi-
mately 3%. Members now account for approximately 58% of all 
play. These numbers show that Wildwood remains a growing 
and highly utilized facility, with an increasing percentage of our 
available golf being enjoyed by members. 

Even with the continued demand, our average pace of play re-
mains 4 hours and 9 minutes—seven minutes better than our 
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Youth On Course and High-School Golf 

Beginning June 1, we adjusted our Youth On Course availability 
to better protect high-demand tee times for members. Youth On 
Course reservations now have a one-day booking window and 
are available only between 12:00 and 5:00 p.m. each day. 

The early results suggest that the changes are creating a better 
balance. Youth On Course rounds during June and July declined 
8.7% compared with the same period last year. During those two 
months, member play was slightly higher, and members’ share 
of total play increased from 52.3% to 57%. 

Our goal was never to move away from junior golf. As the accom-
plishments of Michael, Doc, Ryan and many others demonstrate, 
junior development is an important part of Wildwood Green’s 
identity. Our goal is to continue offering meaningful and afford-
able junior access while protecting the most in-demand tee 
times and improving the overall member experience. 

As the fall high-school season begins, we have also placed addi-
tional limits on school-team access. Each school receives one 
designated on-course day and one practice-facility day per week, 
Monday through Thursday only. School practices, matches and 
team-facility use are not permitted Friday through Sunday. 

On-course practices are limited to two tee times. Only one school 
may receive on-course access each day, and only one school may 
receive practice-facility access each day. Matches must be sub-
mitted at least 16 days in advance and approved by the Director 
of Golf. All participating players must also be enrolled in Youth 
On Course. 

These guidelines allow us to continue supporting local junior 

and high-school golf while limiting its effect on member tee-time 

availability and practice-facility access. 
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Fall Hours and Maintenance 

Effective August 30, twilight begins at 4:00 p.m., and the first tee time 
is 7:30 a.m. The first tee time will move to 8:00 a.m. beginning October 
4. 

Monday maintenance days will continue through the end of October. 
These delayed openings provide Rick and the maintenance team with 
the uninterrupted time needed to complete topdressing, course prepa-
ration and other important seasonal work. 

Because Labor Day falls on Monday, our regular maintenance work 
will take place on Tuesday, September 8. The first tee time that day will 
be at 12:00 p.m. We appreciate everyone’s patience and cooperation. 

2027 Prepayment Discounts 

The 10% discount for prepaying 2027 membership fees ended August 
31. Members who missed the original deadline may still receive a 7% 
discount by prepaying during September. 

From October through December, a 5% prepayment discount will be 
available. Please contact the Golf Shop or club office with any questions 
regarding the 2027 prepayment program. 

Staff Recognition 

Drew continues to do an outstanding job organizing and improving our 
member-event program. From developing formats and managing reg-
istration to handling all the details behind the scenes, his work has 
helped us build an excellent event calendar. 

Nick has also done an excellent job managing the Golf Shop, maintain-
ing a strong merchandise selection and making sure our members and 
guests receive outstanding service. 

Anyone who has worked with me knows I tend to set the bar pretty 
high, Drew and Nick might replace “pretty high” with “unreasonably 
high”, but both continue to clear it. 

Thank you to Drew, Nick and the rest of our staff for their continued 
hard work. Thank you as well to our members for another busy sum-
mer and for everything you do to make Wildwood Green a special 
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1st Assistant Golf Professional 

By Drew Moore 

Wildwood Green will be hosting our annual Red vs. Blue Watson Cup 
on September 19th & 20th! 
 
This year we will follow the same structure as the 2025 W.G.G.C Ryder 
Cup. For 2026 we will have Carter as the Captain for the Red Team 
and Drew as the captain for the Blue team. Carter and I will take on 
the full captain role of selecting the match-ups and providing advise. It 
will be our goal to be out on the course with our teams. 
 
Matches will be determined with a Presidents Cup style drawing. The 

Red Team (2025 Winners) will get the first pick in the draw, and then 

the captains alternate picks in a "snake" format. This means the other 

captain gets to choose the second match, and then they continue alter-

Upcoming Dates in September 

 September 5th: SWAT & Skins 

 September 13th: Couples Golf  

 September 19th & 20th: Watson Cup 

 September 24th: Poker Night 

 September 27th: Medalist 
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Course Conditions Update 

By Rick Durham 

September Newsletter 

 

The hot summer continues. We have experienced a few hints of 
fall here and there, but overall, the weather has remained pre-
dominantly hot and dry. 

The good news is that the wetter-than-normal July helped set us 
up well for August. Hopefully, we will receive a little more rain 
soon and enjoy more of the cooler fall weather. 

We will continue topdressing the greens as long as the warm 
weather persists. We are still catching up from the wet condi-
tions in July, which delayed some of our scheduled applications. 
In early August, this became evident as we began to see some 
scalping in areas of the greens. After multiple topdressing appli-
cations, we have been able to get this under control. 

As fall approaches, we will begin preparing for our fall pre-
emergent and fertilizer applications. Both treatments help 
strengthen the turf as we move into winter, and late summer to 
early fall is the ideal time to apply them. 
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The Golf Academy at Wildwood 
Green 

2026 September Newsletter 

 

The fall semester of the Adult and Junior Op-

eration 36 program is now registering for re-

turning families and will begin registration for 

new families on August 7 at 6am on the Opera-

tion 36 web app. For program information, go 

to our Academy webpage, raleighgolf-

lessons.com, go to the Adult and Junior Oper-

ation 36 page and drop down box and see everything you need 

to know to become involved in this golfer development pro-

gram that is now used at over 800 facilities around the world!  

Finding your golf game in the summer doldrums? Avoid doing 

the same thing over and over and expecting different results! 

Our Academy Professionals will help you adjust your approach 

and improve your technique to improve your game. Our In-

structors page has the bios and contact information for our 

PGA Certified staff with over 180 years of teaching and coach-

ing experience and our two apprentice Professionals and we 

are all ready to help you!  
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Interclub Update 

 

The Senior Team “White,” Senior Team 
“Gold,” Super Senior Team, and Gross 
Team are all still alive and battling in the 
playoffs!  

You’ve put together some great golf to get 

here. Good luck in your upcoming match-

es! 
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2026 W.G.G.C Club Championship  

Tim Manyatis, Justin Miller & Kevin Oconnell 

A special congratulations to our 2026 Club Champi-
ons: 
 
 Men’s Overall: Justin Miller 
 Women’s Overall: Paula Dickerson 
 Men’s Senior: Lennie Barton & Tony Herring 
 Men’s Super Senior: Trent Rhyne 
 Men’s White: Larry Leins 
 Women’s Net: Carol Smith 

 Men’s Net: Barry Johnson 

Men’s Overall Winner– Justin Miller 
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2026 W.G.G.C Club Championship  

Theresa Whitehurst, Paula Dickerson & Denice 

Women’s Gross Winner– Paula Dickerson 

Senior Co-Champions–  
Lennie Barton & Tony Herring 
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For the past month of August, Wildwood was a 

host site for the CGA GHIN Challenge! We had 

a total of 173 participate and 722 rounds post-

ed. 

 

Click Here to see the leaderboard 

 

The CGA will be awarding the monthly winner 

from each host site the primary prize. 

Wildwood will also be providing prizes for 1st 

and 2nd! 

 

Congratulations to Michael Collins on 1st place 

at Net –16 and Carlos Santiago on 2nd Place 

CGA GHIN Challenge 

https://www.ghin.com/leaderboard/934
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August Ace Alert 

Hole: #12 

Yardage: 170 

Club: 7 Iron 

Pin Location: 

Front 

Tim Davis 

Hole: #4 

Yardage: 105 

Club: 5 Wood 

Pin Location: 

Front 

Susan Dubois 
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 September & October Monthly Events Calendar 

Go Here to view the October Monthly Events Calen-

Go Here to view the September Monthly Events 

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/09/October-Calendar-2026.pdf
https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/07/September-Calendar-2026.pdf
https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/06/2026-August-Monthly-Calendar.pdf
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Sign-up today for the 18 Hole Couples Golf Event! 

Format: 18 Hole Scramble 

Entry Fee: 

$40 per Member + Cart Fee (Walking Allowed) 

$55 per Accompanied Guest + Cart Fee (Walking Allowed) 

Note: We will only charge one 18 hole cart fee per couple 

Entry Includes: Range Balls, On course contest, gift certifi-

cates to winners and Lunch Available before and during play 

Lunch Menu: Caprese Sandwich, Chicken Salad Croissant, 
Turkey & Provolone and Honey Ham Wrap. 

Email drew@wildwoodgreen.com to get signed up 
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Format: Red vs. Blue - 4 Nine-Hole Matches 
9 Holes Scramble 
9 Holes Greensomes (Alt-Shot) 
9 Holes Best Ball 
9 Holes Sunday Singles 
Directions for registration: 
1. Click HERE and hit the “New Registration” button. 
2. Search for your name in the search bar. 
3. Fill out the required fields like "Tees". 
4. If you cannot find your name, please reach out 
to drew@wildwoodgreen.com for assistance. 
5. When selecting your tees, simply type the color (Blue, White, Gold, Green, Red/
Green, or Red). Please avoid using abbreviations or typing things like “Men's blue 
tees” or "Blue Tees." 

Entry Fees: 
$50 entry fee Regular/Executive/Jr. Executive + applicable cart fees ($26.00 per 
day) 
$70 for Weekday/ PM Members (includes additional GF) + applicable cart fees 
($26.00 per day) 
Entry Includes: Range Balls, On Course Contests, Gift Certificates to Winning Team, 

Keg Beer 

https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/pc6uvt/register
mailto:drew@wildwoodgreen.com


 22 

We are excited to introduce a new monthly game that will be hosted on the same day as Skins day each 
month. 

There are many variations of SWAT formats—gross or net scoring, teams of two or four, counting one or 
multiple balls—which allows clubs to tailor the competition to their membership. Wildwood Green will 
use the same format as our member-member for our monthly SWAT games (Count 1 Net & 1 Gross). 
Monthly SWATs will be individual sign-ups and teams will be made via Golf Genius. 

Handicap Allowance: 100% 

Format SWAT: Count 1 Net and 1 Gross (cant be the same ball) 

Entry: $20 CASH 

Directions for registration: 

1.Click HERE and hit the “New Registration” button. 
2. Search for your name in the search bar. 
3. If you cannot find your name, please reach out to drew@wildwoodgreen.com for assistance. 
4. When selecting your tees, simply type the color (Blue, White, Gold, Green, Red/Green, or Red). Please 
avoid using abbreviations or typing things like “Mens blue tees” or "Blue Tees." 
5. Once you have registered, Hit Next, and then select your name. 6. After you have selected your name 
you will see the rounds you are able to sign up for.  

Special Note: if you do this in the phone, all information will populate in the middle of the screen. If you 
sign up on your computer you will see the round sign-ups populate on the left side of the screen.  

https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/fv4tkw
mailto:drew@wildwoodgreen.com
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Every Wednesday at 5:00 PM 

The Men’s Golf Association League kicks off Wednesday, May 6th at 5:00 PM. The league is 
open to male members of the club with an established GHIN handicap. Signups will need to 
be made weekly and by 2:00 PM two days prior to play. At 2:00 PM each Monday we will cut 
off signups and create the pairings for Wednesday evening. 

Different formats will be played each week and the pairings will be made by the golf shop. 
Throughout the season you will earn points based on your finishes and at the end of the 
year the points winner will win a prize. 

$10 Weekly Entry Will Include: 
Entry will go towards skins and weekly competition 
Closest to the pin competition (prizes will vary) 
A chance to win cash skins at the year end event 
A chance to meet other male members of the club 

Follow the steps below to Register for the league, then you can signup for each week one 
week prior to the play date. You can register for the league at any point in the season and 
there is no minimum or maximum to the amount of weeks you are required to play. 

Registering For the League: Follow these steps to register for the League in golf genius and 
allow yourself to sign up for league play dates. Once registered for the league, you will re-
ceive emails when you can signup each week. 

Step 1: Click Here 

Step 2: Hit the “New Registration” button. 

Step 3: Search for your name in the search bar 

Step 4: Enter tee color. When selecting your tees, simply type the color (Blue, White, Gold, 
Green, Red/Green, or Red). Please avoid using abbreviations or typing things like “Men's 
blue tees” or "Blue Tees." 

You will receive emails one week in advance of each play date to alert you that signups are 
now open. 

https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/tkr8ns/register
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Click the Medalist Image to  register now 

http://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/adzxz7/register
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There are many aspects involved in maintaining a golf 

course. 

The superintendent has the biggest role to play, but there 

is immense responsibility on the members and players of 

the course 

to maintain its status and improve overall conditions. The 

upkeep the players on the course have during their round 

makes 

the job of the superintendent easier on a day-to-day basis 

and 

will improve conditions in the long run. Please do your 

part to 

ensure that our course continues to improve and be the 

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2024/03/Member-Education.pdf
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At Wildwood Green, we use top-of-the-line TrackMan technology to capture precise data on your swing path, club-
face, attack and launch angles, spin rates, ball speed, and much more. Paired with the Mizuno Shaft Optimizer, we’re 
able to dial in the exact specifications that best match your swing. With access to leading equipment brands on site 
and 107 different shaft options from top manufacturers, you’ll be fit into the ideal combination to meet your perfor-
mance goals. 

Unlike indoor-only fittings, you won’t be hitting off artificial turf into a screen. Our fittings take place on the Wild-
wood Green Academy Teaching Tee, where you’ll feel how your clubs interact with real turf and see the true flight of 
the golf ball. This real-time feedback allows for more accurate fittings and lets you experience the performance ben-
efits immediately. 

For wedges and putters, we move to Wildwood’s short game area, bunker, and putting green, focusing on scoring 
shots that truly save strokes on and around the greens. 

At Wildwood Green we also house a full club repair shop that can manage most club alterations that you may need 
done to complete the fitting process and get your set perfectly dialed to your own unique game. To inquire about 
any repairs or alterations that may need completing please stop by the golf shop or 
email carter@wildwoodgreen.com to see how we can help! 

To inquire about getting fit at Wildwood Green, please reach out to our certified PGA fitter Jeff Robinson who has 
over 25 years of fitting experience across all levels of golfers! Be ready to fill out the form attached here below. 

PGA Certified Fitter Jeff Robinson // (919) 946-6885 // jrob9er@yahoo.com 

Experience the difference a truly custom set of golf clubs can do for your game and take that first step towards lower 
scores and a more enjoyable experience on the course! 

Click HERE for more information! 

file:///C:/Users/Drew Moore/Downloads/W.G.G.C/Fitting Document WGGC.pdf
https://clubster.com/organization/wildwood-green-golf-club-1/post/carter@wildwoodgreen.com
https://clubster.com/organization/wildwood-green-golf-club-1/post/jrob9er@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Drew Moore/Downloads/W.G.G.C/Fitting Document WGGC.pdf
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Sponsoring Member Benefit 

Sponsoring members will receive a monthly credit equal to 10% of the new member’s dues 
for 12 months. 

 The first 50 sponsoring members will be entered into a raffle to win one year of free 
dues. 

 
 
Know someone who would be a great fit at Wildwood Green? Copy -> Share ->Save on 
Dues  

1. Copy the links below  

2. Share with your friends, family or colleagues 

3. Save money when you sponsor a new member 

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE & BECOME A MEMBER   

Membership Application & 12 Month Commitment  

https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2026/01/2026-Membership-Booklet-2.0.pdf
https://www.wildwoodgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6213/2025/05/Membership-Application5162025.pdf
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