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Director of Golf Update  

By Carter Gerwitz 

September at Wildwood Green 

As summer begins to wind down, September brings some of the 

best golfing weather of the year and plenty to celebrate around 

Wildwood Green. 

Wildwood Roots on Golfôs Biggest Stages 

Congratulations to Michael La Sasso on earning his first profes-
sional LIV Golf victory in Indianapolis. Michael grew up as a mem-
ber at Wildwood Green and spent countless hours playing and 
practicing here. It has been exciting to watch his career develop, 
and we are proud to see someone with such strong Wildwood roots 
succeed at the professional level. 

We would also like to congratulate Doc Redman on securing his 
PGA TOUR card for the 2027 season. Doc became the first player to 
earn TOURBound status during the 2026 Korn Ferry Tour season 
after recording two victories and two additional top-10 finishes. 

Long before winning the 2017 U.S. Amateur or competing profes-
sionally, Doc was a regular at Wildwood Green. He developed his 
game here with the support of our members and teaching profes-
sionals while competing alongside many of the outstanding junior 
players who came through Wildwood during that time. 

Congratulations are also in order for Ryan Gerard, who finished 
17th on the season-long FedExCup points list and qualified for the 
TOUR Championship at East Lake where he finished solo 3rd. 

Ryanôs connection to Wildwood Green goes back nearly his entire 
life. His family moved into a home beside the 15th hole when he 
was around five years old. He spent countless hours practicing 
here, including short-game sessions using hula hoops and 
ñimpossible chipping contestsò with players such as Doc Redman 
and Carter Jenkins. 

In 2016, Doc and Ryan both competed in the prestigious Junior In-
vitational at Sage Valley and were believed to be the first two play-
ers from the same public-access golf course to compete in the event 
together. 
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Introducing the Watson Cup 

That history also makes this yearôs renaming of the WWG Ryder 
Cup especially meaningful. Moving forward, the event will be 
known as the Watson Cup in memory of Roger Watson. 

Roger was much more than Wildwood Greenôs longtime owner. 
He was one of the most accomplished PGA professionals in 
North Carolina golf history. Roger won the National PGA Club 
Professional Championship in 1974, defeating the legendary 
Sam Snead in a playoff at Pinehurst No. 2, and successfully de-
fended his title in 1975. He also won the Carolinas PGA Champi-
onship in 1975 and 1976 and represented the United States in the 
PGA Cup in both of those years. 

Roger helped establish the culture of competitive golf, junior de-
velopment and welcoming public access that continues to define 
Wildwood Green today. Naming one of our premier team com-
petitions the Watson Cup is a fitting way to honor his legacy. 

Wildwood Continues to Grow 

The tremendous demand golf experienced during the early 
COVID years has now settled into a more sustainable pattern, 
but the game remains considerably stronger than it was before 
the pandemic. Nationally, more than 500 million rounds have 
been played in each of the past six years, and 2025 produced an-
other all-time record. 

Wildwood Green has followed a similar path. We finished 2025 
with 50,668 rounds, an increase of 2.1% over 2024. Through Ju-
ly of this year, we hosted 29,176 rounds, an additional increase 
of approximately 0.5%. 

More importantly, member rounds are up approximately 3% 
this year, while non-member rounds have declined approxi-
mately 3%. Members now account for approximately 58% of all 
play. These numbers show that Wildwood remains a growing 
and highly utilized facility, with an increasing percentage of our 
available golf being enjoyed by members. 

Even with the continued demand, our average pace of play re-
mains 4 hours and 9 minutesðseven minutes better than our 
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Youth On Course and High-School Golf 

Beginning June 1, we adjusted our Youth On Course availability 
to better protect high-demand tee times for members. Youth On 
Course reservations now have a one-day booking window and 
are available only between 12:00 and 5:00 p.m. each day. 

The early results suggest that the changes are creating a better 
balance. Youth On Course rounds during June and July declined 
8.7% compared with the same period last year. During those two 
months, member play was slightly higher, and membersô share 
of total play increased from 52.3% to 57%. 

Our goal was never to move away from junior golf. As the accom-
plishments of Michael, Doc, Ryan and many others demonstrate, 
junior development is an important part of Wildwood Greenôs 
identity. Our goal is to continue offering meaningful and afford-
able junior access while protecting the most in-demand tee 
times and improving the overall member experience. 

As the fall high-school season begins, we have also placed addi-
tional limits on school-team access. Each school receives one 
designated on-course day and one practice-facility day per week, 
Monday through Thursday only. School practices, matches and 
team-facility use are not permitted Friday through Sunday. 

On-course practices are limited to two tee times. Only one school 
may receive on-course access each day, and only one school may 
receive practice-facility access each day. Matches must be sub-
mitted at least 16 days in advance and approved by the Director 
of Golf. All participating players must also be enrolled in Youth 
On Course. 

These guidelines allow us to continue supporting local junior 

and high-school golf while limiting its effect on member tee-time 

availability and practice-facility access. 
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Fall Hours and Maintenance 

Effective August 30, twilight begins at 4:00 p.m., and the first tee time 
is 7:30 a.m. The first tee time will move to 8:00 a.m. beginning October 
4. 

Monday maintenance days will continue through the end of October. 
These delayed openings provide Rick and the maintenance team with 
the uninterrupted time needed to complete topdressing, course prepa-
ration and other important seasonal work. 

Because Labor Day falls on Monday, our regular maintenance work 
will take place on Tuesday, September 8. The first tee time that day will 
be at 12:00 p.m. We appreciate everyoneôs patience and cooperation. 

2027 Prepayment Discounts 

The 10% discount for prepaying 2027 membership fees ended August 
31. Members who missed the original deadline may still receive a 7% 
discount by prepaying during September. 

From October through December, a 5% prepayment discount will be 
available. Please contact the Golf Shop or club office with any questions 
regarding the 2027 prepayment program. 

Staff Recognition 

Drew continues to do an outstanding job organizing and improving our 
member-event program. From developing formats and managing reg-
istration to handling all the details behind the scenes, his work has 
helped us build an excellent event calendar. 

Nick has also done an excellent job managing the Golf Shop, maintain-
ing a strong merchandise selection and making sure our members and 
guests receive outstanding service. 

Anyone who has worked with me knows I tend to set the bar pretty 
high, Drew and Nick might replace ñpretty highò with ñunreasonably 
highò, but both continue to clear it. 

Thank you to Drew, Nick and the rest of our staff for their continued 
hard work. Thank you as well to our members for another busy sum-
mer and for everything you do to make Wildwood Green a special 
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1st Assistant Golf Professional 

By Drew Moore 

Wildwood Green will be hosting our annual Red vs. Blue Watson Cup 
on September 19th & 20th! 
 
This year we will follow the same structure as the 2025 W.G.G.C Ryder 
Cup. For 2026 we will have Carter as the Captain for the Red Team 
and Drew as the captain for the Blue team. Carter and I will take on 
the full captain role of selecting the match-ups and providing advise. It 
will be our goal to be out on the course with our teams. 
 
Matches will be determined with a Presidents Cup style drawing. The 

Red Team (2025 Winners) will get the first pick in the draw, and then 

the captains alternate picks in a "snake" format. This means the other 

captain gets to choose the second match, and then they continue alter-

Upcoming Dates in September 

 September 5th: SWAT & Skins 

 September 13th: Couples Golf  

 September 19th & 20th: Watson Cup 

 September 24th: Poker Night 

 September 27th: Medalist 
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Course Conditions Update 

By Rick Durham 

September Newsletter 

 

The hot summer continues. We have experienced a few hints of 
fall here and there, but overall, the weather has remained pre-
dominantly hot and dry. 

The good news is that the wetter-than-normal July helped set us 
up well for August. Hopefully, we will receive a little more rain 
soon and enjoy more of the cooler fall weather. 

We will continue topdressing the greens as long as the warm 
weather persists. We are still catching up from the wet condi-
tions in July, which delayed some of our scheduled applications. 
In early August, this became evident as we began to see some 
scalping in areas of the greens. After multiple topdressing appli-
cations, we have been able to get this under control. 

As fall approaches, we will begin preparing for our fall pre-
emergent and fertilizer applications. Both treatments help 
strengthen the turf as we move into winter, and late summer to 
early fall is the ideal time to apply them. 


