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New Flags 

Members, 

Youôll notice a change on the greens out on the course. We will be transitioning to a single-
color flagstick and flag across all 18 holes, moving away from the traditional red (front), white 
(middle), and yellow (back) system. As part of this update, our new flags will feature a split 
yellow and green design with our three-tree logo, giving the course a more modern and con-
sistent look. 

This change is part of our ongoing effort to modernize the presentation of the golf course 
while continuing to provide the best possible experience for all. 

There are several key benefits to this transition: 

Improved Course Conditioning 

Our maintenance team will no longer be locked into a front, middle, back rotation. This al-
lows hole locations to be selected in the best possible position while providing more options 
than a traditional rotation. 

More Efficient Maintenance Operations 

Staff can now cut a new cup and leave the existing flagstick in place, eliminating the need to 
move flags between holes daily. That time is redirected into higher-impact work that im-
proves overall course conditions. 

Better Distribution of Traffic & Wear 

Increased flexibility in hole locations helps spread foot traffic more evenly, reducing stress on 
commonly used areas of the greens. 

Pace of Play Benefits 

Removing the need to identify flag color simplifies decision-making. Instead of confirming 
front, middle, or back and adjusting yardage, players can rely directly on rangefinders and 
GPS for exact distances. It becomes more of a ñsee it, hit itò mentality rather than overthink-
ing yardages. And truthfully, if we all hit it the exact distance and line every time, weôd be out 
on Tour. In addition, there are very few shots on the property where you canôt visually identify 
the hole location, which helps keep things moving. 

Aligned with the Modern Game with a Cleaner Look 

This approach has become the norm at most clubs today. With widespread use of rangefind-
ers, GPS in carts, and mobile apps, the traditional color system is no longer necessary for the 
majority of players. A single flag design creates a more uniform and streamlined appearance 
across the course, a subtle but meaningful upgrade to overall presentation. 

Director of Golf Update  

By Carter Gerwitz 
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Member Waitlist 

We know how tough it can be to secure a tee time, especially during peak hours, 
but my team and I are here to help. If youôre not seeing availability online, donôt 
give up. Call or email the golf shop and get on the waitlist. Over the past two 
years, the member waitlist has had a 90% success rate, so thereôs a very good 
chance we can get you where you want to be. 

A quick tip from me. If youôre only checking online and not getting results, youôre 
missing out. The waitlist is one of the most effective tools we have, but we canôt 
help you if we donôt know youôre looking. 

Pace of Play- It Takes All of Us 

At Wildwood Green, our target pace of play is 4 hours and 16 minutes. That num-
ber isnôt random. Itôs based on what the golf course is rated for and what we be-
lieve creates the best experience for everyone on the property. 

Over the past couple of years, weôve made real progress. What used to average 
closer to 4 hours 50 minutes is now trending much closer to our goal. That doesnôt 
happen by accident. Itôs a combination of operational changes, better tools, and 
cooperation from our membership and guests. 

What Weôre Doing 

We continue to invest time and resources into improving pace of play across the 
board. 

Our GPS system in the carts provides real-time pace feedback and helps identify 
where slowdowns are happening. Weôre also using tee sheet data and daily pace 
reports to get a clearer picture of the flow of play, rather than just reacting to gaps 
on the golf course. 

Our ranger team is out there with a purpose. Their role is not just to ñtell groups 
to speed up,ò but to understand whatôs actually causing delays and help move 
things along in a productive way. In some situations, that may mean asking a 
group to pick up pace. In others, it may mean having a group skip a hole to close a 
gap and get the course back in position. 

We also continue to manage the tee sheet carefully. Spacing, pairing, and limiting 
outside events are all part of keeping the course flowing the way it should. 

What You Can Do 

At the end of the day, pace of play is a shared responsibility. It only takes one or 
two groups out of position to impact everyone behind them. 

Here are a few simple ways every group can help: 
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Play Ready Golf 

Be ready to hit when itôs your turn. If youôre prepared and itôs safe, go ahead and 
play. Honors is great in tournaments, but day-to-day play should be about effi-
ciency. 

Keep Up with the Group in Front of You 

Your position on the course is determined by the group ahead, not the group be-
hind. If you have open space in front of you, youôre out of position. 

Limit Time Searching for Golf Balls 

We all want to find our ball, but be mindful of time. If itôs not found quickly, move 
on and keep play moving. 

Be Efficient on the Greens 

Read your putt while others are putting. Be ready when itôs your turn. Mark, 
clean, and line up your ball in advance when possible. 

Play the Right Tees 

Playing from a tee that matches your ability helps keep the game enjoyable and 
keeps the pace moving for your group and others. 

Cart Awareness 

Drop a player off with a few clubs and move to your ball. Donôt wait together if 
you donôt have to. 

Let Faster Groups Play Through 

If your group is holding up play and thereôs an opening ahead of you, please allow 
faster groups to play through. Itôs one of the simplest and most effective ways to 
keep the course moving and is a basic part of golf etiquette. 

A Final Thought 

We all come out here to enjoy the game, and pace of play plays a big role in that 
experience. When the course is flowing, rounds feel better, expectations are met, 
and everyone has a more enjoyable day. 

We will continue to do our part operationally, and we appreciate your help in do-
ing yours. When everyone is working together, the difference is noticeable. 
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 Golf Panel Results 

Weôre proud to share that NC Golf Panel has ranked Wildwood Green Golf Club as 
the #39 course you can play in North Carolina. In a state so enthralled in golf, the 
continuous improvements here on the property and within our operation highlight 
why Wildwood Green is such a special place to be. This recognition reflects the work 
being done across the property and throughout the operation, along with a member-
ship and community that takes pride in and continues to support Wildwood Green. 
None of this would have been possible without you all and we can't thank you 
enough for your support! 
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New Bunker Rakes 

We are transitioning from our traditional bunker rakes to slightly different style called a "chief" bunker rake (see 
attached photo). The rakes are equipped with a slightly longer handle as well as a wider rake head with shallower 
teeth. These rakes are designed specifically for our softer, finer sand and should help us maintain smoother, more 
consistent bunker conditions throughout the day. What we ask from you: The objective is simple: leave the bunker 
as smooth as possible. Rake your footprints, your shot, and anything else you disturb. No piles, no depressions, no 
uneven areas. 

Entering & Exiting 

 Always enter and exit from the lowest point of the bunker. 

 Do not jump in or climb steep faces, this damages turfed bunker edges and causes sand to shift inside the bun-
ker. 

Raking Technique (See Video HERE)  

 Use a light, back-and-forth motion to smooth the sand with long, smooth strokes. 

 Rake toward the center first, then lightly feather it back out to create a uniform surface. 

 Avoid pulling sand up onto the grass or piling it along the edges. 

Around the Edges 

 Be mindful not to drag sand out of the bunker, this leads to poor turf conditions and unclear bunker edges as 
well as exposing the bunker liner at times. 

Finishing Up 

 Knock sand off your shoes before stepping onto the green. 

 Place the rake inside the bunker, on a flat spot near the edge, with the head pointing toward the green / direc-
tion of play. 

Why This Matters 

Our maintenance team works hard every morning to have bunkers in excellent condition. After that, itôs in our 
hands. With many of my rounds coming in the late afternoon, I often see bunkers go from near-perfect in the 
morning to looking like a crowded beach by 4ï5 PM, footprints everywhere, unraked areas, and inconsistent lies. 
Thatôs something we as golfers can easily fix with a little extra care. Please take the extra 20ï30 seconds to rake 
properly, and donôt hesitate to hold your playing partners accountable as well. Doing this right is one of the sim-
plest ways to take care of the golf course and improve the experience for everyone. We appreciate your help in con-
tinuing to raise the standard at Wildwood Green. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBQwc8RjzFA
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1st Assistant Golf Professional 

By Drew Moore 

Dear Members, 

The PGA Pool Opened Thursday April 30th. The cost is $10 per entry and there are unlimited 

entries until Noon, May 16th.  

 

MGA is Back! Starting May 6th, MGA will be hosted every Wednesday at 5:00 PM weather 

and holiday dependent. This year sign-ups will be opened one week in advance. Each week it 

will be a $10 entry fee and we will host different formats throughout the MGA season. Please 

refer to page 17 for more information and to get registered today! 

 

Upcoming Dates in May 

 Spring Member-Member 5/2-5/3 

 PGA Pool Closes 5/16 

 WGGC Ladies Invitational 5/19 

 SWAT & Skins Day 5/23 

 Callaway Fitting 5/22 

 Monthly Medalist 5/31 

 Couples Golf 5/31 
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Course Conditions Update 

By Rick Durham 

As many of you have already noticed, we are currently dealing with significant drought condi-
tions. You can see the impact just by looking at the irrigation ponds, which are noticeably lower 
than usual for this time of year. 

To give some perspective, last summer our highest monthly water usage was in August, when we 
used around 600,000 gallons. This year, in just the month of April, weôve already used slightly 
over 700,000 gallons. Thatôs a substantial increase, and it reflects just how dry the conditions 
have been. 

The combination of low humidity, high temperatures, and lack of rainfall has made it challeng-
ing to keep the course looking its best. While our water supply is still adequate for now, itôs 
something we are monitoring closely and managing carefully. Water will be especially important 
as we move into upcoming fertilizer applications and aerification, so conservation and efficiency 
are key priorities. 

Once we return to a more typical weather pattern, particularly with warmer nighttime tempera-
tures and some consistent rainfall, we expect the course conditions to improve and begin to 
flourish again. Until then, we appreciate your patience as we work through these challenges. 

The drought has also affected some of our planned sod repairs and landscaping projects, slowing 
progress in those areas. We will continue to address these items as conditions allow. 

On a positive note, weôve recently made a couple of upgrades around the course. Weôve intro-
duced a new flag system along with new flagsticks. By moving to a single-color flag system, we 
now have greater flexibility with pin placements, allowing us to use areas of the greens that were 
previously avoided due to being between color designations. This should provide more variety 
and an improved playing experience. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support as we manage through these condi-

tions. 

Thank you, as always, for your comments and suggestions. If you have any questions, feel free to 

reach out to me at rdurham@wildwoodgreen.com. 


