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The Wildwood Green community lost a cherished member on September 8, 2025, 
with the passing of James Donovan ñJimò Markov. For over 30 years, Jim was a fa-
miliar and beloved presence at the club, known for his warmth, kindness, and gen-
erosity. An avid golfer, he loved the fresh air, beauty, and camaraderie of the game, 
often spending hours on the course building friendships that would last a lifetime. 

Jimôs character left a lasting impression on everyone who knew him. He valued 
connection, service, and integrity, qualities he carried both on and off the golf 
course. Whether enjoying a round of golf, socializing with friends, or supporting 
club events, Jimôs laughter, encouragement, and thoughtfulness made Wildwood 
Green a richer community. 

He will be deeply missed by all who had the privilege to know him, and his legacy 
of friendship and goodwill will remain a part of the club for years to come. 

The Markov family wants to extend an invitation to his memorial service on October 

17th, at 4:00 pm at Unity of the Triangle: 5570 Munford Rd., Raleigh NC. 

In Memoriam 

James Markov  1938-2025 
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Handicap Committee Update 

The Handicap Committee will be adding an additional handicap review procedure 
in 2025, alongside the regular scoring audits completed for each event. This new 
process uses a USGA review tool supported by the Carolinas Golf Association 
(CGA). While required for all clubs beginning in 2026, the USGA and CGA recom-
mend running it once in 2025 to prepare. 

This tool reviews all scores from the past 365 days for every member in a single 
step. Unlike the traditional focus on just the most recent 20 scores, it evaluates an 
entire yearôs scoring history and makes Handicap Index recommendations. These 
may suggest a decrease, increase, or no change at all. In preview runs at Wild-
wood Green, the vast majority of members had no change, with only nine recom-
mendations out of more than 550 scores. 

Any recommendations from the tool will first be reviewed by the Handicap Com-
mittee before approval. If adopted, adjustments will automatically update a play-
erôs GHIN record and display an ñMò for Modified. Please note this is not a pen-
alty, but rather a process designed to ensure handicaps more accurately reflect a 
golferôs overall play. 

We plan to run the tool in October 2025 and share results afterward. In 2026, 
the Committee expects to run it multiple times per year, most likely in the spring 
and fall. 

Questions or a request for review of a (M) modification can be made to the WWG 
Handicap Committee email. (Handicaps@wildwoodgreen.com) Also, additional 
information regarding the USGA handicap review tool can be found at: https://
www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/world-handicap-system/
world-handicap-system--education-resources-for-club-administrators/handicap-
review-toolkit/handicap-review-tool-faqs.html#!4 

Thank you in advance for your support in using this USGA review tool. 

Director of Golf Update By Carter Gerwitz 

https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/world-handicap-system/world-handicap-system--education-resources-for-club-administrators/handicap-review-toolkit/handicap-review-tool-faqs.html#!4
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/world-handicap-system/world-handicap-system--education-resources-for-club-administrators/handicap-review-toolkit/handicap-review-tool-faqs.html#!4
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/world-handicap-system/world-handicap-system--education-resources-for-club-administrators/handicap-review-toolkit/handicap-review-tool-faqs.html#!4
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/world-handicap-system/world-handicap-system--education-resources-for-club-administrators/handicap-review-toolkit/handicap-review-tool-faqs.html#!4
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Winter Tee Time Survey-Results 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this yearôs Winter Tee Time Survey. We re-
ceived 155 responses, and an overwhelming 81.3% supported continuing with the 10:00 
AM shotgun start. With both staff and membership in agreement, we will proceed with 
10:00 AM shotguns through the winter. 

One adjustment this year will be the start date. Instead of beginning at the time change 

on Sunday, November 2nd, the weekend shotguns will start on Friday, November 

28th (the day after Thanksgiving). This better aligns with weather patterns, as daily average 

minimum temperatures begin to dip below 40Á at that time. The weekend shotguns will con-

tinue through the March 2026 time change, when average minimum temperatures rise 

above 40Á. 

 

We also received 28 optional comments, many in support of the shotgun format but 
some asking for clarification. Below are a few of those comments along with our responses: 

C: I agree that the shotgun start is the most efficient way to get the most golfers out, but I 
would love it if it started at 9:00 instead of 10. I completely understand frost delays will 
happen, but I think people would be receptive to pushing back the time in those instances 
since they usually get pushed past 10 anyway. If the weather is above 50 that week, Iôm 
sure a large contingent would enjoy getting out earlier. 

R: We will remain at 10:00 AM this year, as it is far more viable based on aver-
age daily minimum temperatures. Historically, a 10:00 AM start results in 7ï10 
frost delays over the winter. A 9:00 AM start would result in 20ï30 delays, sig-
nificantly disrupting play on a more regular basis. 

C: Prefer 10:00 AM shotgun start as long as 2:30 PM double tee time starts are available 
for 9-hole rounds AND 2:30 PM tee times are not penalized or held by starters until all 
10:00 AM shotgun start players have completed their rounds. 2:30 PM double tee time 
starts should be given priority to start at their scheduled tee time. 

R: On days with a 10:00 AM shotgun and no frost delay, 2:30 PM tee times al-
most never experience delays. If a frost delay does push the shotgun back, then 
afternoon times are delayed as well, and members are notified at the time of the 
frost delay announcement. If the shotgun runs slightly long, staff will hold 2:30 
PM groups only until holes #1 and #10 are clear, usually a 5ï10 minute delay. 
Afternoon play is typically caught up by 3:00 PM. Prioritizing the afternoon 
group instead would cause the shotgun group to wait until after 5:00 PM to fin-
ish, which would create greater issues overall. While we understand even small 
delays can be frustrating, this approach allows us to maximize member access 
while keeping the experience enjoyable for all. 

C: Under the Shotgun Start Option, you could increase pace by limiting the number of play-
ers to 112 (28 groups). You would speed up play by NOT having two groups start on par 3 
holes, par 5 holes, and holes #2 and #10. 

R: We currently run our shotguns at 120 players, without placing multiple 
groups on par 3s, #2, or #11. While pace of play would improve slightly with 
fewer groups, we believe those 8 additional playing spots provide greater value 
to the membership than the modest 5ï10 minute improvement in pace of play. 
Last winterôs 120-player shotguns averaged 4 hours and 15 minutes. 

Thank you again to everyone who shared feedback. We appreciate your support and under-

standing. 
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We kindly remind and ask that you do not feed the geese around the golf course 
and clubhouse. While it may seem harmless, feeding wildlife creates several chal-
lenges for our club: 

¶ Health & Safety: Human food is not healthy for geese and can cause illness or 
abnormal behavior. 

¶ Overpopulation: Feeding encourages larger flocks to settle on the property, 
leading to more aggressive behavior toward players and guests. 

¶ Course Conditions: As many of you know, geese leave behind significant waste 
that impacts the playability of the course and the overall experience for every-
one. 

¶ Maintenance Time: More geese mean more cleanup, damage to turf, and higher 
maintenance labor times. 
By avoiding feeding, we can help keep the course in great condition and ensure 
a cleaner, safer environment for everyone. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in helping us care for our fa-
cilities and community. 

Congratulations to Jimmy Hamilton ï Golf Digest Best in 
State! 

We are proud to share that our Director of Instruction, 
Jimmy Hamilton, has been recognized by Golf Digest as 
one of the Best Teachers in the State for 2026-27. This 
prestigious honor is voted on by peers across the golf in-
dustry and highlights Jimmyôs dedication, expertise, and 
impact in the field of golf instruction. 

This recognition is a true reflection of the countless hours 
Jimmy invests in helping golfers of all levels improve their 
games and enjoy the sport we all love. We are fortunate to 
have him leading our instructional programs here at Wild-
wood Green and shaping the future of so many players. 

Please join us in congratulating Jimmy on this well-

deserved achievement! 
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The Golf Academy at Wildwood Green 

September 2025 Newsletter 

Happy Fall to everyone as we have survived the summer heat and humidity! Now is the 
time of year to take stock of your golf game from the season and determine what you can 
do to improve. One aspect is improving your bodyôs ability to swing the club efficiently. 
On Friday October 17 from 2-5pm, Par 4 Success will join us on the main range tee to do 
assessments of where you are and what can be done to improve your bodyôs ability to per-
form the golf swing without injury. Par 4 Success is based in Morrisville and is recognized 
around the world as a leader in golf fitness for golfers of all ages and abilities. Make an ap-
pointment in Clubster to determine your needs to improve body movement to swing effi-
ciently. 

Heading towards the Holiday season, remember our Holiday gift Certificate specials that 
start for sale November 15th through December 31st 2025 for purchase to be used anytime 
in the future. Our specials are noted on our webpage, raleighgolflessons.com, go to the Gift 
Certificate Page, the Lesson Rate page to see base package pricing and then the Shop page 
to make your purchase. A Gift Certificate can be mailed to you, your recipient or placed for 
pick up in the Golf Shop. Just a note that the Golf Shop cannot process payments for lesson 
certificates as The Academy and Wildwood Green are separate business entities. 

Our Academy Professionals teach all year around weather permitting. To improve for 

spring, start now to correct the flaws holding your game from being the best it can be. 
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1st Assistant Golf Professional 

By Drew Moore 

Dear Members, 

Our last major of the year is this month! Our Fall Member-Member will be a 2 

day event, playing 3 9 hole matches on Saturday and 2 on Sunday. We will 

have breakfast both days and lunch on Saturday.  

We have made changes to our Acers pot to increase payouts and add excite-

ment. Moving forward the entry fee will now be $10 and everyone who enters 

the pot will be entered into a raffle to win a free month of dues. The first raffle 

will take place in December of 2026! The more hole in ones in a year, the more 

pots and the more pots entered the more times your name will be in the raffle.  

Upcoming Dates in October: 

-Fall Member-Memberï October 11thð12th  

-October Skins Dayï October 18th  

-Monthly Medalistï October 26th  
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Fall has officially arrived, and itôs a welcome sight after a year of unpredict-
able weather. Weôve gone from stretches of heavy rain to periods of dry-
ness, and rarely found the balance in between. Now, with cooler tempera-
tures settling in, growth on all warm-season grasses is beginning to slow. 

This also marks the start of leaf season. Over the next few months, much of 
our time will be dedicated to clearing leaves. Our team will be out daily 
with blowers, vacuums, and mulchers, working hard to keep the course in 
top condition. Some days the progress will be obvious, while other days 
Mother Nature will undo our efforts overnight. We ask for your patience as 
we manage this ongoing challenge. 

So far this fall, weôve completed two important projects: 

Ŀ Fertilizer application across the entire course ï This helps prepare our 
Bermuda grass for winter dormancy and ensures healthier turf in the 
spring. 

Ŀ Pre-emergent treatment ï Applied to control winter weeds and maintain 
better playing conditions during the colder months. 

Looking ahead, our next major task will be overseeding the tees to keep 
them strong and playable through the cooler season. 

Thank you for your continued support of Wildwood Green. As always, Iôm 
available for questions or feedback at rdurham@wildwoodgreen.com. 

Course Conditions Update 

By Rick Durham 
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Grille Manager Update 

By Sunshine Stogner 
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Wildwood Green Interclub Update 

In the round of 16, both of our regular Wildwood Green teams faced off in an excit-
ing match. The Dogwood Team came out on top with a 45.5 to 34.5 victory over 

the Oaks Team. 

Steve Championôs Team has advanced to the Final 8 and will be taking on Wil-
mington Municipal in their next match. 

Meanwhile, Tony Herringôs Team continues their run in the Round of 16, where 
they will square off against Wakefield. 

Best of luck to both of our Interclub teams as they continue their season-long pur-

suit of victory! 
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W.G.G.C ñRay Griffin Fore Ballò Memorial 

Gross Winners 

 Mark Nordin + Tony Herring 

Net Winners 

Sonny Miller + Carlos Santiago 

Congratulations to both our Gross and Net winners of this year 

W.G.G.C Memorial Tournament.  

As we look ahead to future years, this tournament will continue 

to grow as both a competition and a time of reflection. Our goal 

is to ensure it remains a tradition that celebrates Ray, while al-

so honoring all members who have left a lasting mark on Wild-

wood Green. Together, we will gather not only to compete and 

enjoy the game, but also to honor the legacy of those whose 

presence continues to be felt throughout our club. We want to 

continue to remember those who have made Wildwood the 

place it is today with its community.  

Next year we are tentatively planning on hosting it on Saturday, 

October 24th. It is our desire to grow this event. Save the date!  
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September Hole in Ones! 

Bowen Ross 

 

Hole in one on #4 

Yardage:156 

Club: 5 Iron 

Date: 9/3/2025 

Cole Chapman 

 

Hole in One on #4 

Yardage: 209 

Club: 6 Iron 

Date: 9/5/2025 
 

Steven Benfield 

 

Hole in One on #17 

Yardage: 110 

Club: PW 

Date: 9/12/2025 
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Congratulations to all the winners! 

LOW NET OVERALL: Beverly Stenzel and Linda Hensenne 
who will get their names on the 2025 Wildflower Member-
Member Plaque 

LOW GROSS OVERALL: Denice Short and Deb Vaughn after 
a matching card playoff with Susan Dubois and Paula Dicker-
son 

Flight I Winner Low Net: Susan Dubois and Paula Dickerson 

Flight II Winner Low Net: Pam Peroutkly and Jan Deckert 

# 6 : Longest Putt, Grace Armstrong 

# 17: Closest to the pin, Beverly Stenzel 

Wildflower Member-Member Results 


